






Learning with the Irrawaddy 18 
To accompany February 2007 Issue of Irrawaddy Magazine 

 
   Selected article: An Open Boat to Nowhere, pages 22-25 

 
 

Activities to do Before Reading 
 
 

Title 
 

      You are about to read an article called  An Open Boat to Nowhere .  
      What do you think an open boat is? What do you think this article will be about? 

 
Brainstorm: Rohingyas         
 

 What do you know about Rohingya people?  
 Do you know where in Burma they come from?  
 Do you know what religion they are?  
 What else do you know about  them? 

 
•      Label this Map:        
•   
          Label this map to show where the following places are: Burma, Bangladesh, 
 Thailand, Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, the Andaman Sea, Arakan State and  
 Phang Nga.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity 1 

Activity 2 

Activity 3 



Activities to do During Reading 
              

Paragraph Summaries 
 
Read these paragraph summaries. Match the summaries with the paragraphs in the article. 
Write the number of the paragraph it matches next to the letter for the correct summary. 
 
A          The Burmese governments’s record on human rights is very poor, and their 
 treatment of the Rohingyas is particularly bad. The government does not even 
 admit the existence of many Rohingyas, and pretends others are illegal 
 immigrants. Because of this, their personal and property rights are easily 
 attacked.    
 
B         To escape bad treatment, many Rohingyas entered Bangladesh as refugees sixteen 
 years ago. Although governments and organizations forced them to return, many 
 still try and enter Bangladesh.     
  
C         Some experts think that the Burmese government are trying to make the 
 Rohingyas to leave by making it impossible for them to make a living or survive 
 in Burma.    
 
D         Life in Bangladesh is very difficult for Rohingyas. They must work illegally and     
 are not paid enough to keep a family.                
 
E         Although there were problems, the Malaysian government had started to make it 
 legal for Rohingyas to live there. Last year they stopped the scheme because of 
 corruption.    
 
 
 
            Comprehension questions 
 

1. How many Rohingyas live in Malaysia?  
2. Do Buddhists in Arakan State support the Rohingyas? 
3. Were the UNHCR aware of the forced repatriation of Rohingya refugees from 

Bangladesh back to Burma? 
4. Which organisation does Chris Lewa work for? 
5. How does she think the Burmese government is forcing Rohingyas to leave? 
6. Why are Rohingyas in Bangladesh paid less money for work than Bangladeshis? 
7. When did Rohingya groups carry out direct political action in Malaysia? 
8. Why did these actions alarm the Malaysian government so much at the time? 
9. Is there currently any other country where Burma's Rohingyas are allowed to 

stay?   
 
 
 
 
 

Activity 4 

Activity 5 



      Vocabulary: Match the word with its meaning 
           
Find these words in the article, then match the words with their meanings.      
       
 
paragraph 1: navigate  
paragraph 2: promptly 
paragraph 5: embark 
paragraph 7: plight 
paragraph 7: initiate 
paragraph 7: extortion 
paragraph 7: arbitrary 
paragraph 8: repatriate 
paragraph 9:restrict  
paragraph 9:livelihood 
paragraph 10:compel 
paragraph 11: forbidden 
paragraph 13: subsequent 
paragraph 13: high-profile 
paragraph 14: sought 
paragraph 15: middleman 
paragraph 16: deportation 
 
     
 
              Gap Fill   
 
Take these words and use them to fill the gaps in the sentences below. If the word is a 
verb you will have to make sure you have the right tense for the sentence, and if it is a 
noun you should check if it should be singular or plural.  
 
 
 
 

a. Criminal gangs sometimes take money from people and businesses by _______. 
b. _______ don't produce anything themselves, but sell products and services 

provided by others to customers for a profit. 
c. The passengers had to _______ on the ship an hour before it left. 
d. _______ issues of The Irrawaddy will contain new stories and articles. 
e. On a journey, you can use a map to help you _______. 
f. If you break the law while you are in a foreign country you may be _______. 
g. It is _______ to drive a car or a motorbike when you have drunk a lot of alcohol. 
h. If rules are not enforced in the same way for everybody the law is _______. 
i. The person who speaks first _______ a conversation. 
j. Sometimes governments _______ people to join the army. 
k. If you owe money, it is best to pay it _______. 

Activity 6 

Activity 7 

A. the taking of money by threats or violence 
B. straight away, immediately 
C. looked for, tried to find 
D. to find the way, especially when traveling by 
     water or air 
E. following or coming after 
F. the sending away of unwanted foreigners 
G. to begin, to start            
H. to send someone back to their own country 
I.  noticed or known by many people 
J. a person in business who is between the seller      
    and the buyer 
K. by chance and not controlled by rules 
L. employment or work which provides needed       
     money or food 
M. a difficult or dangerous situation 
N. not allowed 
O. to get on a ship or boat 
P. to do or make by force 
Q. to limit, make more difficult 

middlemen     promptly     restriction     deport     navigate     compel    
embark    extortion     forbidden     subsequent     arbitrary 



          
             Phrasal verbs 
 
Look at paragraph 1 and 2: ‘ran out’, ‘gave out’ and ‘made for’. Here, because they are 
used with another word, the verbs ‘to run’, ‘to give’ and ‘to make’ do not have their usual 
meanings. What do you think they mean here when they are used together with these 
words? 
 
If verbs are used together with another word, and together the two words have a different 
meaning, they are called phrasal verbs. Sometimes it can be hard to guess what phrasal 
verbs mean, so you have to learn the meaning of the two words together. 
             
These are also called multi-word verbs. They are made up from two (or sometimes three) 
words. One of the words is always a verb, the other words that are used to make multi-
word verbs are usually prepositions or adverbs. 
 
Read the following passage and underline the places where you can see phrasal verbs.  
 
 Aung Aung liked to look after his old aunt, so he would phone up every Saturday 
 to see if she was all right. One Saturday, his aunt told him that she had run out of 
 water. He picked up some big bottles of water on the way, and drove to her house. 
   Aung Aung watched her turn on the tap, but nothing came out. She told him a 
 repair person had called in earlier and said it would be mended in an hour or two. 
    They remembered that there used to be a well out in the garden, so they went out 
 to look for it. The well was easy to find, but had no water in it. It seemed to have 
 dried up. When they went back to the house, they heard water running. They had 
 forgotten to turn off the tap, and the pump was mended already! 
 

 
                Activities to do after Reading 

          
           Discussion 
  
 What could be done to help the Rohingyas? 
          What do you think should be done? 
            Where do you think they should live? 
 
    

Activity 8 

Activity 9 


